THE 2009 STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT AND STRATEGY

FOR FOREST RESOURCES
The New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department’s Forestry Division will coordinate and develop a 2009 Statewide Assessments and Strategies for Forest Resources. This will be a document that resource management agencies can use in assessing and treating New Mexico watersheds.  
The Assessment is required as an amendment to the Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act, as enacted in the 2008 Farm Bill, Section 8002. It must be submitted to the Secretary of the Department of the Interior no later than 2010 for New Mexico to be eligible to receive funds under the authorities of the Act. 

The Assessment will have two components.
(1) A geospatially-based assessment and analysis of forest conditions, trends, threats and opportunities within New Mexico will delineate priority forest landscape areas on all jurisdictional lands.  The Analysis will be conducted using forestry and natural resource management methods based in science for multi-use management. It will establish priority geographical areas on which to focus treatment and funding.  This will enable the Department to be more efficient, strategic, and focused in its use of limited program resources to maximize benefit in terms of critical forest resource values for the public’s benefits for each of the following core issues:  
· Fish and Wildlife Habitat:  This data layer will identify areas that provide habitat for fish and wildlife species, including, but not limited to, threatened and endangered species.
· Water Quality & Supply:  This data layer will emphasize landscapes that impact long-term watershed function in supplying clean and adequate public water supplies

· Economic Potential:  This data layer will highlight areas where forests do or could potentially play a major role in local or state economic growth or contribute to the development of emerging markets such as biomass energy, ecosystem services and timber products.

· Green Infrastructure:  This data layer will emphasize opportunities for an interconnected green space network that includes natural areas and features, public and private conservation lands, working lands with conservation values, and other protected open spaces that are planned and managed for natural resource values and for associated benefits to human population.  

· Forest Fragmentation:  This data layer will emphasize areas where fragmentation and human activity makes a forest area more susceptible to several risk factors such as insect pests and disease. 

· Wildfire Risk:  This data layer will identify areas where planning and management are likely to reduce a relatively high risk of wildfire.

· Forest Health Risk:  This data layer will place importance on areas where significant risks to forest health can most likely be addressed through appropriate planning and management activities using Forest Inventory Analysis and annual insect and disease flight monitoring data.
· Development Risk:  This data layer will emphasize areas that are projected to experience increased housing development in the next 30 years.

(2) A State Response Plan will outline long-term strategies for addressing priority landscapes identified in the state forest resource assessment, focusing where federal investment can most effectively stimulate or leverage desired action.  The Plan will: include a timeline for project and program implementation; identify partner and stakeholder involvement; identify strategies for monitoring outcomes within priority forest landscape areas; describe how state and private forestry programs will be used to address priority landscape and management objectives; and incorporate existing statewide plans, including wildlife action plans and community wildfire protection plans.
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