Forest and Watershed Health Coordinating Group 
October 9, 2008 
Meeting Notes
In attendance: Abe Franklin (NMED), Red Baker (NMSU), Michael Bane (Quivira Coalition), Butch Blazer (NMSF), George Chavez (NRCS), Naomi Engelmann (NMFIA), Faye Krueger (USFS), Ken Leiting (NMACD), Jim Norwick (SLO), Jessi Ouzts (FWHO), Les Owen (NMDA), Kent Reid (FWRI), Lori Robertson (Reclamation), Jim Wanstall (NMDA)
Unfinished Business 
Governor’s ONRW Initiative 

Susan updated the group on the status of the draft document and the public meetings: 
· USFS and NMDA have attended working group and all 8 public meetings, provided written comments. Science review was solicited, completed by NM Range Improvement Task Force. 

· Majority of comments and questions relate to concerns about impacts to traditional forest users, public participation process, short timeline, unknown implementation procedures, designation of non-perennial waters, potential for litigation and concern about ulterior motives.
· Due to volume and depth of comments, the original timeline has been scaled back. A revised draft petition is expected December and WQCC hearing after 2009 legislative session.

Members had many questions and offered input, much which echoed items listed above. Additional concerns were voiced about gathering baseline data and the potential burden that anti-degradation procedures could pose for agencies.
Task Team Reports 

Public Outreach and Education Task Team 
· Watershed clearinghouse/portal - Joint Task Team drafted the RFP based on the site map modified at July CG meeting. Proposals are due 10/16/08.   

· Susan, and Abe reported the Watershed Forum was successful with 300 registrants, a full and varied agenda. Mike said much good will was created. Evaluations were overwhelmingly positive. The main criticism was not enough time scheduled in for Q&A and for networking. Susan will relay feedback from CG members who attended back to the planning committee. Butch recommended using attendee feedback to start creating another plan that meets stated needs of participants. A follow-up meeting is scheduled to debrief and discuss such ideas.
Government Impediments Task Team
· Update on SHPO intervention - the consultant’s report was recently released. It contained recommendations for improving the working relationship between the Historic Preservation Division and agencies, and for remedying unnecessary delays. Susan was unable to find out prior to this meeting if any action has been taken by the “small steering committee” formed to oversee implementation. She’ll notify CG by email when she does. The CG recommended sending a letter to the SHPO expressing the group’s desire to be involved and informed. Jim volunteered to do a first draft. 
· The NEPA training subcommittee’s ‘NEPA for Novices’ workshop will be held October 28 at Reclamation’s Albuquerque Office. There’s room for 30 participants. Date conflicts with NMACD conference; some members expressed interest in scheduling a second session.
New Business 
Coordination on NEPA for cross-jurisdictional projects

The CG discussed the need to consider different options for conducting and funding NEPA for landscape scale projects that span multiple ownerships. The urgent nature of this issue was raised during the watershed forum and donors group meeting. Members posed many questions, pointed to several existing and proposed models that should be examined, and decided as a group to delve into the topic further through a task team. Jim and Ken volunteered to serve on it. BLM, the Bureau of Reclamation, USFS, and NRCS will also assign representatives.
Donors group
An informal group of funding entities has put together a spreadsheet of funding sources for doing restoration work (attached). Initial participants included NMDGF, USFS, NMED, BLM, SLO, USFWS, and later NMACD and NMSF. Early meetings had some confusion about the group’s mission. At the last meeting it was suggested they focus on two purposes: (1) prioritize and coordinate funding between participating entities; (2) provide reliable information on a broader array of potential funding sources for project proponents and managers. 
New developments in USDA-Forestry partnerships 

Butch announced that a Memorandum of Understanding between NRCS, USFS, SAF, and NACD was signed during the National Association of State Foresters’ Annual Meeting last week. Next year’s NASF meeting will be here in Albuquerque. Butch reported that, on the state level, the success of the contributions agreement facilitating a shared forester position between Forestry and NRCS led the agencies to sign a two-year extension. Butch also announced that State Forestry is working on a strategy for conducting a statewide assessment. USFS stewardship map will form part of the basis. This topic will be added to the January meeting agenda. 
Announcements and Upcoming Events 
Abe announced that NMED is conducting revisions to the Non-point Source Management Plan. NMED will solicit input from agencies and will probably have a 30-day public comment period. Abe also distributed information about the projects selected to receive the 2008 Riparian Ecosystem Restoration Initiative grants.
Red announced that the NM Chapter of the Society for Range Management will hold its annual meeting Jan 8-9 at the Albuquerque Fairfield-Hilton complex. SRM’s international meeting at the Albuquerque Convention Center Feb. 8-12 should have something of interest to everybody.
The NM Forestry and Climate Change Workshop is scheduled November 20th in Albuquerque.

Next Meeting
The next quarterly meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, January 7, location to be announced.
