Forest and Watershed Health Coordinating Group
8/01/07 Meeting Notes
In attendance: Mike Bain (CWA), Red Baker (NMSU), George Chavez (NRCS), David Hogge (NMED), Ken Leiting (NMACD), Wally Murphy (USFWS), Mark Myers (SLO), Les Owen (NMDA), Susan Rich (NMSF), Ed Singleton (BLM), Ken Smith – recording (NMFWRI), Jim Wanstall (NMDA), Gilbert Zepeda (USFS)
Task Team Reports: GIS Task Team - Susan Rich reported that the GIS Task Team met in June and is building a statewide map of watershed restoration projects. The database will contain the locations, status and other basic information about projects in the state, with website links where available. The database should be ready to accept data from partners this fall.
Public Outreach and Education Task Team - Red Baker reported that the Public Outreach and Education Task Team also met recently. They agreed that a web site is essential to getting watershed information out to the public and to stakeholder groups. The Task team is asking Coordinating Group members to assist with developing the site by submitting their Top Ten list (items, links, FAQs etc.) to the FWHO. 
The NMFWRI is currently working with Natural Heritage New Mexico (at UNM) to discuss their larger IT needs, including a third party web site to host forest and watershed information and links. The issue of funding for a third party web site was discussed. David Hogge mentioned that a recommendation from the Strategic Planning Subcommittee for a united proposal to the legislature to tap oil and gas revenues might also be a way to move this effort forward.  
Red Baker reported on other Task Team suggestions, and mentioned that public outreach from the FWHO should take advantage of existing related programs of the state extension service. Mike Bain endorsed the Task Team’s suggestions for assisting educators and the idea of teacher camps on topics related to watershed restoration.
Strategic Planning Subcommittee – The subcommittee recommended that state agencies collectively pursue joint funding for a common data access system. A white paper will be drafted by several members of the Coordinating Group and used to get the support of state cabinet officials and seek letters of support from New Mexico’s federal agencies. 

The need to bring the NMDOT into the fold was generally agreed upon, especially with regard to noxious weed control and drainage issues.  

The subcommittee reviewed the FWHO 2007-08 work plan and recommended forwarding it to the Coordinating Group with minor changes.

FWHO Work Plan – The group approved the 2007-2008 work plan. One major highlight of the plan is that the FWHO is now assuming responsibility for the state’s CWPPs. The FWHO will also play a central role in the upcoming watershed forum in spring ’08, and the planning and preparation for this event was discussed, including the need to find a good keynote speaker. The involvement of New Mexico’s undergraduate and graduate student population in this event was a topic of discussion, and Red Baker and Ken Smith agreed to work on this issue.
The recommendation in the state watershed health plan that addresses an “assessment” of the state’s ecological condition was discussed, and the term “assessment” was not popular with the Coordinating Group. Everyone agreed that this work should proceed as a data atlas or an atlas of inventory information, and that there was a need to make this part of the work plan as inclusive as possible to all of the FWHO stakeholders.

The FWHO will host a calendar of events and grant deadlines on their web site, and Susan asked for help in getting information for this site. 

Archaeological and Cultural Surveys - There was a lengthy discussion about the problems and issues concerning inconsistent protocols and the time it takes to get surveys completed for projects under all the jurisdictions represented at the meeting.  David Hogge mentioned that it may now be possible to use 319 funds to pay for 319 project surveys. A task team was formed to address these issues in the state, particularly with regard to the role of the State Historic Preservation Office. 
Other Items -  Recent developments with the non-native phreatophyte program, the Farm Bill, and the commercial permitting of piñon-juniper were discussed.

The next meeting of the Coordinating Group is scheduled for 9:00-2:00 on November 1, 2007 at the BLM Albuquerque District Office on 435 Montano NE. 
Updated list of Task Team members is attached.
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Butch Blazer – NMSF
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David Hogge – NMED

david.hogge@state.nm.us 
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Butch Blazer – NMSF
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