
 

60  

 

 

Promote Urban and Community Forests 

The Promote Urban and Community Forestry goal refers to the many ways agencies, communities, and 
citizens can manage and develop their community forests to maximize the benefits they provide to the 
people and the environment. Community forests provide immense benefits, including: ecosystem 
services (clean air and clean water, wildlife habitat, etc); improved quality of life (shade for reduced 
energy use and heat island impacts, aesthetic values that can result in increased volunteerism, 
community achievement and reduced crime); and economic stimulus (increased property values, green 
jobs). 

Within New Mexico, we have identified approximately 150 communities that the State Urban & 
Community Forestry (UCF) Program can assist with local program development. These communities 
range in population from more than 500,000 to less than 500; the demographics and environment 
(desert, forest, plains) are also highly variable and in turn, strategies to serve these communities vary 
greatly. To-date, New Mexico’s UCF Program has charted a very progressive agenda focused on 
empowering our communities to develop sustainable programs that can maintain healthy community 
forests and maximize benefits for their citizens. Strategic program delivery is essential in continuing to 
build a statewide program that serves the needs of our communities. 

  

Map 23. Enhance Public Benefit from Natural Resources: Mitigate and Adapt to Climate Change 

 


