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Green Infrastructure 

Green Infrastructure is the least defined theme. Definitions vary from coarse-scale strategic 
conservation planning to localized management of natural infrastructure for stormwater management 
in an urban environment. For the purpose of the Assessment, the technical team chose to define green 
infrastructure using the North Carolina Division of Forestry vision: 

“…an interconnected system of natural areas and other open spaces that are protected and 
managed for the ecological benefits they provide to people and the environment. It is the idea 
that trees and natural areas provide ecosystem function and value to sustain clean air and water, 
reduce soil erosion, provide wildlife habitat, and various other benefits to people.” 

The technical team identified 20 key natural and protected areas and connected these key areas using a 
least cost path analysis. The key areas, or hubs, include the 10 most diverse protected areas as identified 
through the TNC ecoregional planning efforts and the 10 largest protected areas as identified through 
the SWReGAP stewardship layer and are assumed to represent the highest quality habitat with an 
excellent source for ecosystem services such as availability of clean water and a refuge to help maintain 
healthy wildlife populations. The resulting hub and corridor layer was then prioritized based on ancillary 
data representing high value conservation areas, such as the CWCS key area analysis (Map 9). A full 
description of the model and cost layers can be found in the Data Atlases 
(http://allaboutwatersheds.org/groups/SAS/public/data-atlases).  

 

Map 9. Green Infrastructure Model Results 
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