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Economic Potential 

The economic potential data model highlights areas where forests and rangelands play a major role in 
local or state economic growth or could in the future. The model also highlights areas that contribute to 
the development of emerging markets, such as biomass energy. The model is based on four submodels: 
one highlighting the availability of saw timber, one emphasizing the availability of lower-value material 
such as firewood or biomass for energy, one valuing the economic importance of natural resources-
based recreation, and one mapping expected rangeland productivity. The timber submodel specifically 
identifies areas where timber, defined as larger diameter trees for traditional lumber markets, could be 
economically important. The low value wood product submodel assesses smaller diameter trees for 
emerging markets, specifically biomass. The recreation model maps where active and passive recreation 
is known to occur and hence is economically important. The rangeland productivity model highlights 
where rangelands are or could be supporting economic activity based on vegetative cover and 
precipitation.  

The combination of the four submodels depicts landscapes from least to greatest economic potential 
with approximately 6.9 million acres having highest potential for economic growth (Map 6). The timber 
submodel identifies approximately 750,000 acres of stands with high basal areas and large trees in 
working forests (e.g., not in restricted lands such as National Parks) that are accessible (e.g. slopes <40% 
and within reasonable distance to roads and/or rails). The biomass submodel identifies an additional 

Map 5. Development Potential (Risk) Model Results 

 


