Middle Rio Grande Watershed-Based MS4 Permit Pilot Project Planning Team
Watershed Agency Participation Working Group

10/04/10 Meeting Notes
· Attendees

· Steve Glass, Bernalillo County, sglass@bernco.gov (Working Group Chair)

· Melissa Lozoya, City of Albuquerque, mlozoya@cabq.gov
· Debbie Bauman, City of Albuquerque, dbauman@cabq.gov
· Carol Moritz, Ciudad SWCD, carol.moritz@nm.nacdnet.net
· Brad Sumrall, Bohannon Huston, bsumrall@bhinc.com
· Tim McDonough, Village of Los Ranchos, tmcdonough@huitt-zollars.com
· Ramona Montoya, Pueblo of Isleta, poi36871@isletapueblo.com (Absent)

· Scott Bulgrin, Sandia Pueblo, scottb@rt66.com (Invited)

· Develop rationale for working together
· Possible selling points, assuming that a watershed-based permit is inevitable

· Clean up the Rio Grande

· Bring opinions and expertise to the table ( influence EPA permit directions

· Share compliance resources (planning, construction, monitoring, enforcement)

· Possibly use Ciudad SWCD as point agency for watershed permitees
· Need buy-in from watershed agencies ( Ciudad is non-regulatory, non-threatening
· Ciudad would need funding from represented agencies to employ adequate staff (e.g. reporting, monitoring, coordinating)
· Topic for 10/21/10 meeting at NMDOT

· Reach out and recruit agencies
· Need individual presentations to agencies boards/councils/commissions (by Ciudad SWCD?) to raise awareness and solicit support (through formal resolution?)
· Need an inside advocate at each agency

· Reach out to tribes
· Must clearly define what the permit pilot planning team wants from Tribes

· Define the problem, solicit cooperation through watershed agreements

· Solicit information sharing

· Solicit input from Tribal experts who have done good watershed research

· Need better, up-to-date maps of Tribal boundaries

· Isleta Pueblo
· Sandia Pueblo
· Santa Ana Pueblo
· San Felipe Pueblo
· Must understand and respect Tribal issues (especially sovereignty)

· Are federal MS4 permit requirements enforceable?

· Is there a NMED or EPA Tribal liaison?

· Tribes appoint a new Governor each year ( last quarters are difficult times

· No single entity speaks for all Tribes

· Possibly ask Isleta Pueblo to sponsor inter-tribal communications around permit pilot

· Governor Benavidez is very interested in and supportive of water quality initiatives

· e.g. Valencia County Steering Committee forum planned – USEPA should attend

· Request should be a formal intergovernmental communication

· Debbie Bauman will prepare and circulate a list of Tribal contact people

· Draft MOU
· Who is responsible for enforcing permit requirements?

· Depends on permitting approach – One unified “general” permit vs. several MS4 permits plus overarching TMDL-based joint permit
· Possibilities

· Direct EPA enforcement under CWA

· Local agency enforceable ordinances

· New Stormwater Utility enforceable ordinances
· Funding responsibilities and cost distribution

· Options for apportioning costs and responsibility

· Population-based

· Impervious area-based
· Possibly use RUSLE, AHYMO or WINSLAMM to estimate stormwater discharge volumes from known impervious area

· Doesn’t work for AMAFCA, SSCAFCA, ESSCAFCA – but they own and operate stormwater quality facilities and have development review authority

· Stormwater volume-based
· Most fundamental measure of contributions

· Better for stormwater Authorities

· See impervious area option for possible translation to stormwater volume

· Must include a mechanism to account for LID practices and actual (vs. estimated) discharge volumes to Rio Grande
